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than 200,000 students and professionals de-
velop their leadership skills based upon 
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s belief that ‘‘people 
can make a difference where governments 
cannot.’’ This unique interaction and exposure 
will enable Mr. Balogh to gain a greater under-
standing and insider’s perspective of Wash-
ington, DC. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
acknowledge one of Colorado’s own. Please 
join me in congratulating Mr. Balogh and wish-
ing him the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ISMAILI 
GOLDEN JUBILEE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend the 
Dallas Shia Imami Nizari Ismaili Muslim Com-
munity for reaching a Golden Jubilee landmark 
on July 11, 2007. 

As a prominent community, the Ismailis 
have contributed largely to the cultural diver-
sity and economic development in Texas. 
Under the guidance of His Highness the Aga 
Khan, the Ismailis are represented in the fields 
of engineering, science, medicine, education, 
and entrepreneurship. 

In 1967, the first international non-profit in-
stitution ofthe Ismailis was established by the 
Aga Khan in Europe. Since then the Aga Khan 
Development Network has grown into nine 
agencies, globally representing the fields of 
micro finance, education, economic develop-
ment, health, and cultural preservation. 

These agencies have created 300 schools 
in the world, educating 62,000 students and 
employing 5,000 staff. It has opened 200 
health centers, caring for nearly 2 million and 
employing nearly 10,000 staff It has also 
opened a university in Central Asia, trans-
formed a park in Egypt, and continues to raise 
funds for the poor through an annual world- 
wide Partnership Walk. 

The Ismailis are devoted to improving the 
circumstances and opportunities for the poor 
around the world. The Aga Khan Development 
Network serves as a catalyst for these en-
deavors. Their mandates range ITom edu-
cation and health to structural design, disaster 
reduction, development, and renewal of his-
toric cities. 

On behalf of the 30th Congressional District 
of Texas, I am honored to congratulate the 
Ismaili Community on their Golden Jubilee. 
Their efforts towards global humanitarianism 
make them an invaluable member of the Dal-
las area. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately last night, September 4, 2007, I 
was unable to cast my votes on H.R. 694, 
H.R. 3020, and the Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees on H.R. 2669 and wish the record to 
reflect my intentions had I been able to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 847 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 694, 
the Minority Serving Institution Digital and 
Wireless Technology Opportunity Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 848 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 3020, 
the Microloan Amendments and Modernization 
Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 849 on 
the Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 
2669, the College Cost Reduction Act of 2007, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
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ARMY SERGENT GARRETT I. 
MCLEAD; SOUTH TEXAN LOST IN 
IRAQ 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, since this 
House last met, another South Texan from the 
Coastal Bend area has fallen in battle in Iraq, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring this life lost in the service of our nation. 

Army SGT Garrett I. McLead, 23, from 
Rockport, Texas, was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 
Division, Schofield Barracks, in Hawaii. While 
many people across the nation were starting 
school, enjoying vacation, or just taking ad-
vantage of the last weeks before Labor Day, 
Sgt. McLead was killed on August 22, 2007, in 
a Black Hawk helicopter crash during a night 
mission 180 miles north of Baghdad, in 
Multaka, Iraq, near the city of Kirkuk. 

Sergeant McLead is survived by his parents, 
Patrick and Patty, and by the larger family of 
Aransas Pass and San Patricio County in 
South Texas. 

Madam Speaker, each time we lose a sol-
dier—a member of our American family—we 
lose a little piece of ourselves. Each time, it is 
just unbearable. Let me tell you more about 
this noble patriot who gave the last full meas-
ure of devotion to the nation he loved. 

Sergeant McLead drew his strength from his 
faith, and was a natural athlete, excelling in 
surfing, tennis and soccer while he was in 
high school. He also played the saxophone in 
his high school band. He had a winning smile 
and a talent for life. 

He was an adventure seeker, tempered by 
the national shock of 9–11. The searing pain 
of the attack moved him from happy-go-lucky 
teenager to a determined warrior at warp 
speed. He deferred a dream of modeling or 
acting when our nation was attacked on 9–11, 
and the country called all patriots for service 
in the U.S. military. 

Rather than opting for Hollywood, his hand-
some face was assigned to Afghanistan in 
service of finding and tracking down the terror-
ists who attacked the United States. Iraq was 
soon opened as a second war, and he served 
the nation in uniform in Iraq as well. He was 
close to coming home, but his tour was ex-
tended. 

Everyone in the greater South Texas com-
munity will miss him, but nobody will miss him 
like his family. We mourn with this family; we 
lift up our broken hearts in gratitude to his 
family, and we all want to see our soldiers 
come home from these wars. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House to join me 
in honoring Army Sergeant McLead and his 
service on behalf of the United States, and to 
offer our thanks and our deepest sympathy to 
the family of this warrior, who gave the last full 
measure of devotion to our nation and the 
United States Army. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MITRE CORPORATION 
IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. CRAMER. Madam Speaker, 5 years 
ago I rose to thank the MITRE Corporation for 
nearly two decades of outstanding work in 
Huntsville, Alabama. Today, I proudly rise 
once again to congratulate its employees on 
their 25th anniversary in our community. 

MITRE operates federally funded research 
and development centers that provide govern-
ment agencies with systems engineering, re-
search and development, and information 
technology support. MITRE first opened its of-
fice in Huntsville in 1982 with only one em-
ployee, but has steadily grown to 56 employ-
ees. 

MITRE has provided objective expertise, 
analysis, and support to the Army’s Aviation 
and Missile Defense Command, the Missile 
Defense Agency, NASA, and other programs 
at Redstone Arsenal and throughout North 
Alabama. MITRE’s Huntsville site is the Cor-
poration’s primary center of expertise for the 
Department of Defense’s Battle Management 
Command, Control, Communications and In-
telligence (BM/C3I) program. 

On Monday, August 13, 2007, the employ-
ees of MITRE gathered to celebrate their 25th 
anniversary in North Alabama. I rise today to 
join in their celebration and wish them many 
more years of success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE TAYLOR 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, yesterday, 
on September 4, 2007, I was unavoidably de-
tained in my congressional district as a result 
of a mechanical problem which prevented the 
departure of my scheduled flight from Gulfport, 
MS. Unfortunately, I missed rollcall votes 847, 
848 and 849. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on each of the rollcall votes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR FRANK 
ORTIS OF PEMBROKE PINES, 
FLORIDA 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, public service is among the most 
noble and demanding of professions; and ex-
cellence in the delivery of public service helps 
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to keep the City of Pembroke Pines, Florida 
strong and prosperous and a wonderful place 
in which to live and work. 

At the helm of this city is Mayor Frank Ortis, 
a man who has a long history of public service 
since moving to the community in 1977. He 
was elected to the Pembroke Pines City Com-
mission in 1996, served as Vice Mayor in 
1998 and 2002, and was elected Mayor in 
2004. 

Mayor Ortis has also been elected President 
of the Broward League of Cities for the 2005– 
2006 term of office, appointed to the National 
League of Cities Information Technologies 
Steering Committee in 1999 and, as of No-
vember 2005, serves as Chair on that com-
mittee. He was elected to serve on the United 
States Conference of Mayors Advisory Board 
in June 2006. 

Other community involvement includes his 
2002 election to the Florida League of Cities 
Florida Municipal Insurance Trust Board, a 
2003 appointment to serve on the Florida 
League of Cities Resolutions Committee, and 
service on the Florida League of Cities Fed-
eral Action Strike Team (FAST). In 2006 he 
was elected First Vice President of the Florida 
League of Cities after serving as the League’s 
Second Vice President in 2005. In August 
2007 he was installed as President of the Flor-
ida League of Cities and served as Chair of 
the Florida League of Cities’ Resolutions Com-
mittee at the 2007 FLC Annual Conference. 
He garnered recognition from the Florida 
League of Cities by receiving the Cities of Ex-
cellence Mayor of the Year Award in 2006. 

Other civic involvement includes his 1994, 
appointment by Governor Chiles to the 
Broward Community College Board of Trust-
ees where he served as Chairman, his service 
as President of the Florida State Council of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers, President 
of the Broward County AFL–CIO, Secretary/ 
Treasurer on the Broward County Workforce 
One Development Board, service on the Exec-
utive Board of the Broward County Red Cross, 
the United Way of Broward County and the 
Executive Board for the Special Olympics of 
Broward. 

Clearly this is a man who is committed to a 
community, ensuring its residents have a high 
quality of life. With that said Madam Speaker, 
I am honored to pay tribute to mayor Frank 
Ortis, for his immeasurable dedication to the 
City of Pembroke Pines. 

f 

COMMENDING DR. GARRY A. NEIL, 
2007 DISCOVERY AWARDEE FOR 
THE AMERICAN GERIATRICS SO-
CIETY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend Dr. Garry A. 
Neil, group president of Johnson & Johnson 
Pharmaceutical Research & Development, for 
his extraordinary contributions to advancing 
the health and well-being of American seniors. 

Dr. Neil has had a long and distinguished 
career in medical research. After graduating 
from the University of Saskatchewan College 
of Medicine, he performed his post-graduate 
training in internal medicine and gastro-

enterology at the University of Toronto and 
performed a postdoctoral fellowship in immu-
nology at the Research Institute of Scripps 
Clinic. 

Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson in 2002, 
he worked as Vice President of Clinical Re-
search for AstraZeneca, Vice President for 
Medical and Scientific Affairs at 
AstraPharmaceuticals, Director of Clinical Re-
search for Gastroenterology and Executive Di-
rector for Medical Sciences at Astra Merck, 
and Vice President and global head of clinical 
research and development with Merck KGaA 
and its U.S. subsidiary EMD Pharmaceuticals. 

Since coming to Johnson & Johnson, Dr. 
Neil has worked in several roles to help de-
velop their research program. In fact, he 
played a substantial role in development of 
INVEGA, a new medicine for schizophrenia 
approved in December 2006, as well as many 
other important drugs. He also a member of 
the Board of the J&J Development Corpora-
tion and Vice Chair of the Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Manufacturers Association 
(PhRMA) Science and Regulatory Committee, 
as well as a member of the PhRMA Founda-
tion Board. 

Dr. Neil also has a distinguished career in 
medical academia, currently serving as a 
member of the Board of Trustees for the Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey. He has held a number of academic posts 
at the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research in 
Toronto, the University of Iowa College of 
Medicine, and the University of Pennsylvania. 
Furthermore, he has written more than 50 
scholarly articles and book chapters. 

On October 17th, at the 2007 Lifetime of 
Caring Gala, the American Geriatrics Society 
will present Dr. Neil with the 2007 Discovery 
Award for ‘‘his outstanding business, civic and 
philanthropic leadership, and for Johnson & 
Johnson’s commitment to the well-being of 
older adults, their families and the commu-
nities in which they live.’’ The American Geri-
atrics Society is an organization of more than 
6,700 health professionals devoted to improv-
ing the health, independence, and quality of 
life for people as they age. I join them as they 
honor a fellow medical professional for his life-
time of work helping seniors and, indeed, peo-
ple of all ages, live longer, healthier lives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH BECKMAN 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
pleasure that I stand before you today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Mr. Joseph Beckman 
as he celebrates an extraordinary milestone, 
the 100th anniversary of his company, Home 
Lumber Company, headquartered in Crown 
Point, Indiana. To commemorate this special 
occasion, an anniversary celebration took 
place on Friday, August 24, 2007, at the Ava-
lon Manor in Merrillville, Indiana. 

A fifth-generation family-owned business, 
Home Lumber Company was co-founded by 
Joe’s great-grandfather in 1907. After grad-
uating from Indiana University in 1971, Joe 
worked outside the company for a brief period 
before returning to the company in 1973 as a 
manager in manufacturing, a position he 

would hold for 8 years. It was during that time 
that Joe, highly regarded within the company 
and his community, was elected president of 
Home Lumber Company in 1979. From there, 
Joe went on to purchase the company from 
his father and other stockholders in 1982. 

As president and chief executive officer of 
Home Lumber Company, Joe has been re-
sponsible for an overwhelming expansion of 
the business. While Joe is quick to credit his 
outstanding staff for the company’s success, it 
is undoubtedly Joe’s leadership, as well as his 
knowledge of, passion for, and commitment to 
his trade, that has been the catalyst for such 
improvements. Since taking over the reins, 
Joe has spearheaded several major expan-
sions, including the addition of a new lumber-
yard in Stevensville, Michigan, the relocation 
of its main facility from Dyer, Indiana, to 
Crown Point, Indiana, which is where Joe now 
resides, and a new manufacturing facility in 
Michigan City, Indiana. However, these expan-
sions, while quite impressive, do not appear to 
be the end of the company’s growth. These 
new additions, paired with Home Lumber 
Company, have now become the Lumberplus 
Companies. Throughout his tenure, Joe has 
not lost sight of the goals of his father and 
grandfather, as he has continued to build and 
improve northwest Indiana by developing over 
1,000 commercial and industrial properties 
throughout Lake County. 

Aside from his business, Joe has always 
made it a point to give back to the community 
through his involvement with various service 
organizations, including: the Crown Point 
Community Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, 
and the Carmelite Home for Girls. Not only 
has he been active in these endeavors, but he 
has also taken a leadership role, serving on 
several of their executive committees and ad-
visory boards. Furthermore, Joe has been ac-
tive in the economic and educational develop-
ment of his community through his service in 
several capacities, including: president of the 
Dyer Chamber of Commerce, treasurer of the 
Dyer Economic Development Steering Com-
mittee, president of the Dyer Economic Devel-
opment Committee, treasurer of the Lake Cen-
tral Multi-District School Building Corporation, 
and as a member of the Purdue University 
Calumet Chancellor’s Advisory Committee. 

For his service and his commitment to im-
proving northwest Indiana, both economically 
and socially, Joe has received many acco-
lades throughout the years. Joe was the re-
cipient of the 2005 NLBMA Award for Excel-
lence in Human Resources and the 2006 
Business Investment Award by the Michigan 
City Economic Development Corporation. 
Quite an impressive accomplishment, in 2001, 
Joe was also named the Northwest Indiana 
Small Business Person of the Year and Indi-
ana Small Business Person of the Year, a dis-
tinction that earned him recognition from 
President George W. Bush at a White House 
reception. 

Madam Speaker, at this time, I ask that you 
and my other distinguished colleagues join me 
in honoring and congratulating Joseph Beck-
man and his team on the 100th anniversary of 
Home Lumber Company. Joseph and the en-
tire staff at Home Lumber Company are to be 
commended for their dedication to improving 
northwest Indiana. 
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